
Department of Political Science Question Bank (Honours) 

 

Part 1, First Paper:  Political Theory 

Unit 1 

Short Notes:  5 Marks 

1. Nature and meaning of politics 

2. Scope of political science as a discipline 

3. Features of normative approach to the study of politics 

4. Features of behavioural approach to the study of politics 

5. Limitations of normative theory 

6. Difference between behaviourism and post-behaviouralism 

7. Difference between liberalism and neo-liberalism 

8. The concept of minimal state 

 

Broad questions: 15 Marks 

1. Briefly evaluate normative approach to the study of politics.  

2. Critically discuss the behavioural approach to the study of politics. What are major shortcomings of the 

approach? 

3. Post-behaviouralism is an advancement towards behaviouralism. Trace out the reasons behind this. 

4. Critically evaluate the feminist views to politics 

5. Examine social contract theory related to the origin of the state. 

6. Briefly discuss the liberal theory of the state. 

7. Briefly discuss the nature of neo- liberal theory of the state. 

8. Critically analyse Austin’s theory of sovereignty (monistic theory of sovereignty). 

9. Critically analyse pluralistic theory of sovereignty. 

10. How the concept of sovereignty is changed in the context of globalization? Give reasons for your answer. 

Unit 2 

Short Notes:  5 Marks 

1. Features of protective democracy of Bentham 

2. The concept of Participatory democracy 

3. What do you mean by system? 

4. Rawls’ concept of “original position” 

5. Meaning of empirical political theory 

6. Concept of law 

7. Feedback loop 

 

Broad questions: 15 Marks 

1. Critically estimate David Held’s classification of democracy. 

2. Examine the developmental theory of democracy as propounded by John Stuart Mill. 

3. Evaluate Rawls’ theory of justice 

4. Discuss the interrelations amongst the concept of liberty, equality and law. 

5.  Critically examine systems analysis. 

6. Critically analyse structural-functionalism. 

Unit 3 

Short Notes:  5 Marks 

1. Sources of Marxism 



2. Dialectical materialism 

3. Historical materialism 

4. Concept of class and class struggle 

5. Socio-economic features of capitalism 

6. Concept of base and superstructure 

 

Broad questions: 15 Marks 

1. Analyse Marxist approach to the study of politics. 

2. Examine Dialectical materialism. 

3. Examine historical materialism with special reference to the relationship between base and superstructure. 

4. Critically examine the concepts of class and class struggle. 

5. In the light of relative autonomy, evaluate Marxist theory of the state. 

 

Unit 4 

Short Notes:  5 Marks 

1. Marx on democracy 

2. Marx on freedom 

3. Marxist concept of revolution  

4. Marxist concept of party 

5. Sources of revolution 

6. Luxemburg on party 

 

Broad questions: 15 Marks 

1. Critically examine Mao’s concept of revolution. 

2. Anlyse Lenin’s contribution to the theory of the party. 

3. Illuminate Lenin and Rosa Luxemburg’s debate on party. 

4. Discuss Lenin’s contribution to the development of the concept of revolution 

 

                                     ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 



SECOND PAPER 

COMPARATIVE POLITICS and GOVERNMENT 

         UNIT 1 

SHORT NOTES                       5 marks each 

- Nature of Comparative Politics. 
- Development of Comparative Politics from Comparative Government. 
- Case study method. 
- Political economy approach in the study of Comparative politics. 
- Communication approach to the study of Comparative politics. 

 
LONG NOTES               15 marks each 

- Briefly describe the Behavioural and Post – behavioural approaches to the study of Comparative 
politics. 

- Write a note on institutional approach to the study of Comparative politics. 
- Do you think USA is a true federation? Explain. 
- Discuss the salient features of Russian Federalism with suitable examples. 

 
UNIT 2 
 
SHORT NOTES            5 marks each 
 

- Any three features of liberal political system. 
- Rule of law in Britain. 
- Principle of Checks and Balances. 
- Principle of Democratic Centralism in PRC. 
- Referendum and Initiative in Switzerland. 

 
LONG NOTES               15 marks each 

- Comparison of Liberal and Socialist political system with suitable examples. 
- Main features of Parliamentary democracy in Great Britain. 
- Comparative study of the party system in U.K. and U.S.A. 
- Comparison of the pressure groups of U.K. and U.S.A. 

 
UNIT 3 
 
SHORT NOTES              5 marks each 

- Standing committee of National People’s Congress of PRC. 
- Role of opposition in British House of Commons. 
- Shadow cabinet. 
- Composition of House of Lords. 
- Impeachment of U.S. president. 

 



LONG NOTES              15 marks each 
- Attempt a comparison of the powers and functions of U.S. and French president. Who do you think is 

more powerful? 
- Make a comparative study of the powers and functions of the British House of Lords and U.S. Senate. 
- Attempt a comparison of the speakers of USA and U.K.  
- Attempt a comparison of the Commitee System of U.K. and U.S.A. 

 
UNIT 4 
SHORT NOTES              5 marks each 

- Basic rights of British citizens. 
- Judicial Review in USA. 
- Composition of people’s court in PRC. 
- Fundamental duties of Chinese citizens. 
- Bill of rights in USA. 

 
LONG NOTES              15 marks each 

- Analyse critically the basic features of British judicial system. 
- Discuss critically the powers and functions of U.S. Supreme court. 
- Discuss the composition and functions of State Council of PRC. What is the relationship between 

Chinese premier and State Council? 
- Attempt a comparison of the fundamental rights of Chinese and U.S. citizens. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Part 2, PAPER THREE 

INDIAN GOVERNMENT and POLITICS 

UNIT 1 

SHORT NOTES                    5 marks each 

- Meaning of the term ‘socialist’ in preamble. 
- Fundamental duties as enumerated in the constitution. 
- Procedure of election of Vice president. 
- Importance of Directive Principles of State Policy. 
- Any two limitations of Constituent Assembly. 

 
LONG NOTES          15 marks each 

- Analyze the right to Freedom as mentioned in the constitution. 
- Explain the changing nature of federalism in India. 
- Discuss the powers and position of Indian president with special reference to veto power. 
- Explain the powers and position of prime minister of India with special reference to Council of 

ministers. 
 
UNIT 2 
 
SHORT NOTES            5 marks each 

- Importance of Rajya Sabha. 
- Discretionary powers of Governor. 
- Classification of bills in Indian parliament. 
- Any two arguments against judicial activism. 
- PAC. 

 
LONG NOTES           15 marks each 

- Analyse the functions and position of governor of an Indian state. 
- Discuss the powers and position of speaker with suitable example. 
- Discuss the process of amendment of Indian constitution. 
- Discuss the powers and position of chief minister of an Indian state. 

 
UNIT 3 
 
SHORT NOTES          5 marks each 

- Ideology of BJP. 
- Recent trends of West Bengal politics. 
- Composition of election commission. 
- National Democratic Alliance. 
- FICCI. 

 
 



LONG NOTES           5 marks each 
- Evaluate the role of Election Commission of India with special reference to electoral reforms. 
- Explain the role of peasant associations as pressure group in India. 
- Write a note on coalition politics in India with recent examples. 
- Write a note on role of working class as pressure group in India. 

 
UNIT 4 
 
SHORT NOTES                   5 marks each 

- Official language Act 1963. 
- Two reasons of regionalism in India. 
- Composition of NHRC. 
- Language based states. 
- Silent Valley Movement. 

 

LONG NOTES                      15marks each 

- Analyse the role of caste in Indian politics. 
- Examine the relationship between religion and politics in India. 
- Assess the role of women’s movement in India. 
- What do you mean by ‘New Social Movement’? How it is different from other social movements – 

Explain. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Paper 4, International Relations 

Unit 1 

Short Questions: 5 Marks 

1. The scope of international relations as a discipline 

2. Development as an emerging issue in the IR. 

3. The role of non-state actors. 

4. Wallerstein’s theory 

5. Definition of terrorism 

6. Terrorist groups as the non-state actors 

Broad Questions: 15 Marks 

1. Critically illuminate the definition and scope of International Relations as a discipline 

2. Describe briefly the evolution of International Relations as a discipline. 

3. Critically examine the realist theory of International Relations. What are the basic differences between realism 

and neo-realism? 

4. Write a note on the rise of pluralist theory of International Relations. 

5. Critically evaluate world systems theory. 

6. Analyse the concept of regionalism in the modern world politics. Is there a connection between regionalism and 

integration? Give reasons for your answer. 

7. Define terrorism. Describe its impact on contemporary global politics and international relations amongst the 

states. 

 

Unit 2 

Short Questions: 5 Marks 

1. The concept of balance of power 

2. The concept of bipolar world 

3. What is the basic difference between colonialism and neo-colonialism? 

4. Two main determinants of foreign policy 

5. Define globalization. 

6. What does propaganda mean? 

Broad Questions: 15 Marks 

1. Define balance of power. Identify its basic features or characteristics in the international relations. 

2. Critically evaluate the concepts of bipolarity and unipolarity. 

3. Define globalization. Briefly discuss its positive and negative impact on the global socio-economic-cultural 

environment. 

4. What do you mean by foreign policy of a state? What are basic determinants of foreign policy? 

5. What are the basic features of foreign policy? Briefly identify its techniques. 

6. Critically evaluate the role of diplomacy as a technique of foreign policy. 

7. Critically evaluate the role of propaganda as a technique of foreign policy. 

8. Critically evaluate the role of military as a technique of foreign policy. 



 

Unit 3 

Short Questions: 5 Marks 

1. The concept of post-cold war world 

2. Ethnicity in Eastern Europe 

3. Two features of nationalism in Eastern Europe 

4. Meaning of NAM 

5. OPEC 

6. SAFTA 

Broad Questions: 15 Marks 

1. Critically evaluate the evolution of cold war. 

2. Give an overview of the concept of post-cold war world. 

3. Briefly examine the role of European Union. 

4. Define the concept of NAM. is it still relevant in the contemporary world? Give reasons for your answer. 

5. Describe the role of ASEAN in fostering regionalism. 

6. Critically estimate West Asia and Palestine question in the post cold war era. 

 

Unit 4 

 

Short Questions: 5 Marks 

1. Two basic principles of Indian foreign policy 

2. Two basic principles of the foreign policy of the US 

3. Two basic principles of the foreign policy of China 

4. The concept of human rights 

5. Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

6. Purposes of the United Nations 

 

 

Broad Questions: 15 Marks 

1. Critically estimate the evolution of the Indian foreign policy. 

2. What are basic principles of Indian foreign policy? Briefly discuss. 

3. What are basic principles of the foreign policy of the US? Briefly discuss. 

4. What are basic principles of Chinese foreign policy? Briefly discuss. 

5. Discuss the role of Security Council in the UN. 

6. Discuss the role of Security Council in the UN. 

7. Discuss the role of Secretariat in the UN. 

8. Critically illuminate the role of the UN in peace keeping operations. 

9. Critically illuminate the role of the UN in maintaining human rights. 

 

 



Part 3, Honours 

Paper—V, Western Political Thought 

 

Short Notes:  5 Marks 

1. Main characteristics of the Greek City State 

2. Main features of Plato’s concept of Justice 

3. Four features of Aristotle’s idea of state 

4. Bodin’s concept of the limitations of sovereignty 

5. Church-State controversy in mediaeval Europe 

6. ‘JusGentium’ & ‘Jus Naturale’ of Rome 

7. Hobbes’s concept of state 

8. Rousseau’s concept of ‘General Will’ 

9. Locke’s theory of Consent 

10. Hegel on civil Society & concept of state 

11. Main ideas of Bentham’s utilitarianism 

12. Characteristics of Syndicalism 

13. Marxist critique of German Revisionism 

14. Characteristics of Guild Socialism 

15. Main features of Utopian socialism 

 

Broad questions: 15 Marks 

1. Discuss the general features of the political institutions of Ancient Greece. 

2. Discuss Plato’s concept of justice. 

3. Explain Aristotle’s theory of State, Government And Constitution. 

4. Discuss the Roman concepts of Law and Citizenship. 

5. Make an assessment of Bodin’s concept of Sovereignty. 

6. Discuss the impact of Reformation on European political thought. 

7. In what sense can Hobbes be regarded as the founder of the science of materialist politics? Argue your case. 

8. Can Locke be regarded as the pioneer of Liberalism? Discuss with reasons. 

9. Discuss the contributions of Hegel to the development of Idealist political thought. 

10. Discuss Mill’s contribution to political thought with special reference to representative government. 

11. Identify the main features of Fabian Socialism. 

12. Explain the main principles of Scientific Socialism and discuss the importance of this theory. 

 

 

                                                    ----------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 



 

PAPER SIX 

INDIAN POLITICAL THOUGHT AND MOVEMENT 

UNIT  1 

SHORT NOTES                 5 marks each 

- Kautilya’s ‘dandaniti’. 
- Ram Mohan Roy as a liberal thinker. 
- Bankim Chandra’s views on nationalism. 
- Rabindranath’s concept of “Nation”. 

 
LONG NOTES       15 marks each 

- Main features of ancient Indian political thought. 
- Discuss the duties and responsibilities of a muslim ruler as found in medieval political thought. 
- Vivekananda’s idea of nationalism. 
- State Rammohan’s views on liberalism and ‘Rule of Law’ in the development of modern Indian political 

thought. 
 
 
UNIT 2 
SHORT NOTES        5 marks each 

- Gandhi’s concept of trusteeship. 
- Sayeed Ahmed Khan on modernity. 
- Sayeed Ahmed Khan on colonial rule. 
- Manabendranath Roy’s concept of New Humanism. 
- Principal features of Democratic Socialism according to Narendra Deva. 

 
LONG NOTES          5 marks each 

- Explain Gandhi’s ideas regarding the state. 
- Discuss the principal ideas of M.N. Roy as a socialist thinker. 
- Critically analyze Manabendranath Roy’s concept of Nationalism with special reference to India. 
- Explain how Narendra Deva has tried to correlate socialism with nationalism. 

 
UNIT 3 
SHORT NOTES        5 marks each 

- Safety valve theory about the origin of INC. 
- Civil Disobedience Movement. 
- Khilafat Movement. 
- Congress socialist party. 

 
LONG NOTES         15 marks each 

- Write a note on Swadeshi Movement in Bengal. 
- Evaluate the role of Communist party of India in the freedom struggle. 
- Write a critical note on the Non- Cooperation Movement with special reference to Gandhi. 



- Write a note on the origin of INC as a pan – Indian organisation. 
 
UNIT 4 
 
SHORT NOTES        5 marks each 

- Working class movement in pre – independence India. 
- Tebhaga and Telengana Movement. 
- Moplah Revolt. 
- Savarkar on Hindu nationalism. 
- Jinnah’s ‘two – nation’ theory. 

 
LONG NOTES           15 marks each 
 

- Write a note on Naval Uprising of 1946. 
- Discuss Ambedkar’s view on ‘social justice’ and ‘depressed class’. 
- Write a note on Indian National Army. 
- Analyze the consequences of Quit India Movement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Paper—VII,  Political Sociology 

 

Short Notes:  5 Marks: 

1. Third World 

2. Social Stratification 

3. Concept of Caste, Class & Elite 

4. Gender Discrimination in politics 

5. Weber’s concept of authority 

6. Importance of religion in society 

7. Durkheim &Weberian concept of religion 

8.  Power, Authority & Legitimacy 

9. Different types of political culture 

10. Marx on religion 

11. Political participation 

12. Political Socialisation 

13. Difference between pressure groups and interest groups 

14. Importance of election in a democracy 

15. Political development 

 

Broad questions: 15 Marks 

1. Discuss the basic differences in the process of the state formation in West Europe & Third World. 

2. Analyse, with examples, the relationship among power, authority and legitimacy. 

3. Do you think gender discrimination exist in politics? Argue your case. 

4. Analyse the impact of religion on politics. 

5. What do you mean by political system? Describe in brief the classification of the political system. 

6. What is political culture? Discuss the different types of political culture. 

7. Analyse the concept & various types of political participation. 

8. What is political socialisation? Examine the role of various agencies of political socialisation. 

9. Make a comparative analyse between pressure groups and interest groups. 

10. Explain ‘electoral behaviour’ with special reference to India. 

11. What do you mean by political development? Analyse Lucian Pye’s theory on it. 

12. Analyse the role of military in politics. 

13. Analyse the Marxian theory of social change. 

 

                                                  ------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 



 

PAPER EIGHT 

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

UNIT 1 

SHORT NOTES                5 marks each 

- Politics administration dichotomy. 
- Unity of command. 
- Span of control. 
- Features of New Public Administration. 
- Line and Staff. 

 
LONG NOTES          15 marks each 
 

- What is Development Administration? Discuss its importance in India. 
- Explain Max Weber’s concept of bureaucracy. What are its limitations ? 
- Explain the meaning and nature of Comparative Public Administration. 
- Describe the advantages of decentralization. Mention the differences between decentralization and 

delegation. 
 
UNIT 2 
SHORT NOTES          5 marks each 
 

- Importance of decision making in an organisation. 
- Relevance of formal communication. 
- Administrative efficiency and leadership. 
- Importance of coordination in an organisation. 
- Difference between policy and decision. 

 

LONG NOTES           15 marks each 

- What do you mean by public policy? Discuss briefly the major models of public policy formulation. 
- Discuss the nature and importance of Rigg’s SALA model in the ecological approach to Public 

administration. 
- Define communication. Point out the instances of informal communication in an organisation. 
- “Leadershipless administration has no effectiveness”. Explain the statement. 

 
UNIT 3 
SHORT NOTES           5 marks each 
 

- Historical importance of the Government of India Act 1935. 
- State public Service commission’s role in recruitment. 
- Directorate of state administration. 
- UPSC’s role in recruitment. 

LONG NOTES 
- Write an essay on the historical background of continuity and change in the Indian administration. 
- Discuss the reasons for the changing role of the District magistrate. 
- Critically analyze the functions of PMO. 
- Critically analyze the functions and importance of UPSC. 



 
UNIT 4 
 
SHORT NOTES         5 marks each 
             

- Mayor-in-council. 
- Zilla Parishad. 
- Importance of ward committee. 
- Functions of Gram Sabha. 
- Relevance of Planning Commission. 

LONG NOTES                 15 marks each 
- Discuss how the 74th Constitutional amendment strengthens the functioning and role of urban local 

government in India. 
- Explain how the functions of Comptroller and Auditor General of India contribute to the accountability 

of financial administration. 
- Explain the importance of ‘Lokpal’ and narrate India’s experience in building such an institution. 
- Discuss the functions and role of Gram Panchayat as the foundation of rural local governance in India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


